Yersinia enterocolitica in Kansas. Attempted recovery from 1,212 patients.
An attempt was made to isolate Yersinia enterocolitica, by cold enrichment, from the stool of 1,212 patients seen at the Wesley Medical Center in Wichita, Kansas. Y. enterocolitica was isolated from 5 (0.4%) of the patients. Shigella was isolated from 36 (3.0%) patients while either Salmonella or Campylobacter were each isolated from 15 (1.2%) patients. Two of our five Yersinia isolates were from patients admitted to the hospital with diarrhea. One was from a patient who developed transient diarrhea while in the hospital, and the other two were from patients without diarrhea. In our opinion, the data do not justify the routine examination of stool specimens for Y. enterocolitica.